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Abstract
Cochrane Library (ISSN 1465-1858) is owned by Cochrane and
published by Wiley. The library includes the Cochrane Database
of Systematic Reviews (CDSR), Cochrane Central Register of
Controlled Trials (CENTRAL), and Cochrane Clinical Answers
(CCAs). Cochrane Library is an online collection of databases
that provides high-quality, independent, peer-reviewed systematic
reviews, trials, and Clinical Answers on health care–related topics.
Much Open Access content is available as well. The database is sophisticated and allows for multiple facet searches, including title,
title abstract, abstract, author, and trial registry number. There are
options for Basic Search, Browse by Topic, Browse by Cochrane
Review Group, and Advanced Search. A Cochrane Library app is
available via the Apple Store and Google Play. Cochrane Library
is freely available in the United Kingdom and a few other countries, which are listed on the main Cochrane website. In the United States, it is available through a subscription and valuable to any
institution with health care–related programs.

Pricing Options
The most effective way to request a quote for an institutional subscription is by contacting your Wiley representative. Institutions
without an existing Wiley contract may contact a Wiley account
manager in their country to request a quote or place an order.
Pricing is based on full-time enrollment (FTE) by institution size
and type. This information is provided on the Cochrane Library
website under How to Order the Cochrane Library. Prices are
competitive in comparison to similar databases.

Product Overview/Description
The Cochrane Library is a comprehensive, sophisticated collection of databases that is regularly updated to provide information on evidence-based medicine. The library includes CDSR
(ISSN 1469-493X), CENTRAL, and CCA. CDSR boasts more
than 8,200 reviews and 2,400 protocols. In addition, CENTRAL
contains more than a million articles, and CCA has more than
2,800. Supplemental products including Systematic Reviews from
Epistemonikos (350,000+), Editorials (130+), and Special Collections (40+) add to the wealth of information available via a single
search of the collection of databases in the library.
The CDSR may be the most valuable database in the collection,
as it provides reviews in the areas of health care and health policy,
including intervention reviews, diagnostic test accuracy reviews,
qualitative evidence syntheses, prognosis reviews, methodology
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reviews, and prototype reviews. Cochrane Reviews are evaluated
by the Cochrane Review Group, which aims to provide new evidence and findings, minimize bias, and improve the decision-making process. The Impact Factor that ranks the frequency with
which the average CDSR article is cited for a particular year has
shown consistent improvement, with a score of 9.266 in 2020.
CENTRAL provides reports on randomized and quasi-randomized controlled trials. Most of the database’s records are taken
from bibliographic databases such as PubMed Central and <Embase.com>. Both published and unpublished records from CINAHL, <ClinicalTrials.gov>, and WHO’s International Clinical
Trials Registry Platform are also included. Records in the CENTRAL database are not full text, but they do provide abstracts in
addition to bibliographic information such as author, source, and
year.
Finally, CCA provides short, concise, evidence-based answers
with data, infographics, and links to patient, intervention, comparison, outcome (PICO) clinical questions based on Cochrane
Reviews. Cochrane Library provides valuable information to
health care professionals and can serve as both an addition to other, similar health care databases and a stand-alone database on
evidence-based topics.

User Interface/Navigation/Searching
All content from the Cochrane Library and its collection of databases is available through a single search functionality. Content
is available in Spanish, and users can search and read articles in
their language of choice by toggling to their preferred option on
the top right. Language choices include German, French, Polish,
and Arabic. However, some sections do not allow for translation
and remain in English, which is the primary language of the library. There are multiple searching options, including Browse, Basic Search, and Advanced Search. For the Browse option, the user
may search for Cochrane Reviews, Protocols, and Clinical Answers by topic, ranging from Allergy to Wound, or by Cochrane
Review Group for CDSR (see Figure 1).
An amazing feature of this product is that it caters to multiple
levels of filters. For Basic Search (see Figure 2), users may toggle
to Title Abstract Keyword, Record Title, Abstract, Publication
Type, DOI, Accession Number, or Trial Registry Number, among
others.
The Advanced Search option caters to more complex search strategies and facilitates the use of MeSH and PICO index searches. It
also allows for drop-downs for users to limit from abstract to au-
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FIGURE 1

Cochrane Library Browse by Cochrane Review Group navigation interface

FIGURE 2 Cochrane Library Basic Search ﬁlter options

thor. There are also Boolean operators and truncator search capabilities. Users may limit their searches to a particular content type
(Cochrane Reviews, Cochrane Protocols, Clinical Answers, Trials,
Editorials, Special Collections), publication date, or Cochrane Review Group. Once the search is completed, users may further limit
by source or language.

For example, Figure 3 shows a search for “heart arrest” AND
“adolescence” that is then further limited to Source, PubMed.
Searches can be saved using the Search Manager. Users are required to create an account and/or log in with their existing credentials, either by creating an account or through their
OpenAthens institutional account.
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FIGURE 3 Advanced Search
results for “Heart Arrest” AND
“Adolescence” limited to source,
PubMed

The Cochrane Library is built with code-compliant W3C standards for HTML and CSS. The site is functional on all major Web
browsers and can be accessed on tablets and mobile devices. Users
can enhance readability on both PCs and Macs. The Cochrane
Library adheres to guidelines provided by the W3C Web Content
Accessibility Guidelines 2.0 and to Section 508 of the U.S. Rehabilitation Act. More information can be found on the Cochrane
Library’s accessibility page.

Critical Evaluation

tion. Subscribers can set up administrative accounts or use their
existing Wiley accounts to manage their institutions’ administrators, branding, IP ranges, access entitlements, and usage reports.
Usage statistics are COUNTER 5 compliant.
Trials are available. The vendor determines costs through FTE
and institution type and provides a basic overview on its website.
Vendor representatives are attentive and work to resolve issues
with the database and usage and/or general concerns. However, it
may take some time to get in contact with a representative.

The Cochrane Library is a valuable resource for anyone in the
medical community. The Cochrane Library of Systematic Reviews provides high-quality systematic reviews on many relevant
topics. The library is in good standing, with a trend of improvement in its Impact Factor.

Cochrane Library is indexed in library management systems such
as Ex-Libris’s Alma as a database and journal collection, mimicking the collection of databases within the library.

The Cochrane Library website periodically provides release notes
to highlight what is new in the library, bugs, fixes, and improvements. A wealth of training resources, both manuals and videos, can be viewed on demand or through registered live sessions.
While at times support may not be the most robust in comparison
to similar publishers, it is available for users via ticket, email, or
phone call.

Cochrane Library provides access in many ways, including EZproxy, institutional login, IP authentication, and Shibboleth/OpenAthens. Subscribers can set up standard administrative accounts
where they can manage account settings, usability, and database
features.

Competitive Products
Cochrane Library may be considered a resource for students and
professionals in medically related fields that goes beyond PubMed
or a supplement to PubMed. Similar products that perform comprehensive searches as Cochrane Library include CINAHL, Embase, Web of Science, and APA PsycInfo. Among its counterparts,
Cochrane Library stands out for its contribution to high-quality
systematic reviews.

Purchase & Contract Provisions
Cochrane Library is available directly through the vendor through
subscription. Terms and contract provisions may vary by institu-

Authentication
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Cochrane Library Review Scores Composite: 
The maximum number of stars in each category is 5.

Content:



Systematic Reviews, Controlled Trials, Clinical Answers, and other evidence-based data for medical students and professionals.

User Interface/Searchability:



Easy to navigate and search for content. Ample tutorials and guides.

Pricing:



Pricing is based on FTE and is competitive.

Purchase/Contract Options:



Standard contracts are available. Trials and complimentary access to products can be arranged through the vendor.
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